
elcome to the April 
2007 issue of the Sea 
Swells Log. We apolo-

gize for the delay in publishing, 
as you can guess, March was a 
very busy month around here. We 
made up for our missed February 
meeting with a very interesting 
March event, including a stun-
ning slide show by P.J. Jordan, 
presenting her view of life and 
death in Indonesia, on land and 
in the ocean. Of course, the month 
was dominated by our signature 
event, Beneath the Sea 2007,
at the Meadowlands Expo Center 
in New Jersey. This year’s show 
was the most successful in its 31-
year history, with more than 
13,600 attendees. Thank you to all 
the volunteers who helped make 
this show so successful. Your hard 
work paid off and feedback from 
exhibitors and visitors was very 
positive. 

      This month’s issue offers a 
short report on some of the excite-
ment at BTS 2007, as well as the 
latest news from the diving com-
munity and industry.  

      Please keep the newsletter 
contributions coming! Remember, 
this is your club voice, and an 
opportunity to share stories and 
information with your friends and 
fellow club members!

Here is what I found: within the last few 
years, diving in freshwater lakes and highly 
populated inland and marine shore areas 
throughout Europe has become very popu-
lar. In the most highly populated countries 
problems began to arise between the vari-
ous groups using these bodies of water, such 
as divers, anglers, boaters, and bathers. 
Each one of these groups accused the others 
mainly of littering and noise pollution,    

Get Out There And Travel…  by Bob Bak

Cont. on page 5 

Its only been a few short 
weeks that I have been 

home from Indonesia. My 
welcome back was 14" of 
this white frozen stuff with 
wind and below freezing 
temperature. However, I 
can still smell the rich 
aroma of the strong Bali 
coffee and the taste of pa-
paya is on the back of my 
tongue. This is the reason I 
love to travel and dive. To 
be able to experience these 
tastes, smells, and the im-
ages of our underwater 
world at different points 
during my day to day life. 
It makes the hard work 
and countless hours of 
household chores become 
more palatable knowing 
that my next adventure is 
just around the corner. 
During these trips I have 
made new friends if only 
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A s I was surfing the 
Internet in search of 

something interesting to re-
port on for our April issue,    

 Enjoy & Respect 

for a passing moment. It 
renews my faith in the 
kindness of others and 
that human beings in gen-
eral are good. 

Taking dive trips now in-
stead of waiting for retire-
ment lets me relive my ex-
periences and share them 
with my friends many 
times over. To Lawrence,
Denny, Marcus, Selena,
Nick, Suzanne, Jim, 
Nancy, Reidar, Danellia, 
David, Cheryl, Bill, Clau-
dia, and Peter I would like 
to say, thank you for a 
memorable trip and I 
hope our paths cross once 
again. And to all you read-
ing this I would like to 
say, get out there and 
travel. You are worth it - 
the to-do list can wait.  

Bob     
 * Dive Safe, Dive Often * 

I came across a European diving association’s 
web portal that caught my eye. You might re-
member our recent e-mail list ‘arguments’ 
about various topics of environmental protec-
tion. I simply can’t let go of this subject, though 
I admit being a little surprised by some of the 
rather negative and unfortunate responses we 
received. I’d hate to think that we Americans 
divers are less interested in preserving our en-
vironment than our European counterparts….   

By Ruth Emblin 

March 2007 April  2007 



Academy of Underwater Arts and Sciences 
(AUAS) Announces New NOGI Recipients 

T he Academy of Underwater Arts 
and Sciences welcomed four new 

NOGI Award Recipients to join The 
Academy’s roster of the diving elite: Bill 
Curtsinger (Arts), Dr. Paul    Auerbach 
(Science), Bob and Bill Meistrell (Sports 
and Education) and Bill High 
(Distinguished Service).  The new NOGI 
Recipients were notified and congratu-
lated by AUAS Executive Director, Harry 
Shanks and by AUAS President, Hillary 
Viders, Ph.D.  

The new NOGI Recipients will be offi-
cially presented with their NOGI 
Awards at the 2007 NOGI Awards Gala 
in Orlando, in November 2007, so mark 
your calendars and be sure to attend the 
2007 NOGI Awards Gala to honor these 
outstanding individuals!    

BILL  
CURTSINGER  
Arts 

Bill Curtsinger is one of the world’s 
greatest wildlife photographers and one 
of the few underwater photographers 
who has captured extensive images of 
sea life under the polar ice and in Ant-
arctica. Born in Philadelphia and raised 
in southern New Jersey, he moved to 
Maine in 1972, until relocating to Port 
Townsend, WA, in 2006. Bill was a 
member of the elite Navy Photo Unit, 
Atlantic Fleet Combat Camera Group 
based at the Naval Air Station, Norfolk, 
Virginia, from 1967 to 1970. His award-
winning credits include special coverage 
of carrier flight operations and Naval 
aviation. He qualified to fly in the F-4 
Phantom and A-6 Intruder to carry out 
his photo assignments. He was made an 
honorary member of the world famous 
Red Rippers, U.S. Navy Fighter Squad-
ron VF-11, for his photography of the 
squadron including the first color front 
and back covers in Naval Aviation 
News.

Bill has been a freelance photographer 
since leaving the U.S. Navy in Novem-
ber, 1970. Bills enormous body of edi-
torial photographic work has focused 
on underwater, natural history, ma-
rine archeology, people, culture, envi-
ronments and wildlife for many cli-
ents. His portfolio includes photogra-
phy for thirty-three articles, (six cover 
stories) for National Geographic 
Magazine, the latest in the June 2003 
issue on Harbor Porpoises. The March 
1999 issue of Life Magazine features 
photographs by Bill on the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium. Other photographs 
and stories have been published by 
Smithsonian, Outside, Time, News-
week, Audubon, Natural History, Is-
lands, Terre Sauvage, Aqua, Experi-
ment, Unterwasser, Airone, Stern, Geo, 
Paris Match, New Look, London Sun-
day Express, Sinra, Shukan Asahi, 
BBC Wildlife, Bonniers, to name a 
few. His work is also included in nu-
merous text books, encyclopedias and 
aquarium displays. In addition, Bill is 
a regular contributor to Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute publications and 
website. To date, Bill has photo-
graphed six books, the latest of which 
is "EXTREME NATURE", a thirty 
year retrospective of Bills work in a 
409 page, 300 image photo book pub-
lished by White Star, Vercelli, Italy 
2005 in eight languages and nine 
countries, and his work appears in 
countless others. 

Dr.  
PAUL  
AUERBACH 
Science 

Dr. Paul Auerbach is 
one of the world’s leading authorities 
on hazardous marine animals. He is a 
physician, writer, teacher, and re-
searcher who has significantly sup-
ported and advanced the field of dive 
medicine. He champions dive medi-
cine as an integral body of knowledge 
for physicians, and is a "go to" doctor 
whenever anyone in the greater dive 
community needs assistance for his 
areas of expertise. 

Paul’s academic background and experi-
ence is as impressive as his knowledge. 
During an externship with the Indian 
Health Service in Montana, he conceived 
the concept of wilderness medicine. Paul 
completed his Emergency Medicine resi-
dency at UCLA from 1978 to 1980  and 
began to create the textbook Wilderness 
Medicine, first published in 1983 - the 
fifth edition will be available in 2007. In 
1987, Paul published original medical 
research on bacteriology of the marine 
environment, which remains the stan-
dard for antibiotic selection for treat-
ment of marine-acquired wounds and 
infections and in 1991, he published an 
article in the New England Journal of 
Medicine on marine envenomations that 
drew worldwide attention. To date, Dr. 
Auerbach has received several prestig-
ious recognitions from the diving and 
medical industries. 

Dr. Auerbach is currently a Clinical Pro-
fessor in the Division of Emergency 
Medicine at Stanford University. He 
functions as referral physician to the Di-
vers Alert Network, assists medical pro-
fessionals and laypersons; contributes to 
the DAN First Aid for Hazardous Marine 
Life Injuries training program and The 
DAN Pocket Guide to First Aid for Haz-
ardous Marine Life Injuries. He has been 
a contributing author for over two dec-
ades of definitive medical textbook chap-
ters and original research and clinical 
reports; articles in the popular press 
(including Medical Editor, Dive Training 
Magazine); chapter author in The Ency-
clopedia of Recreational Diving; clinical 
trials design to evaluate a novel topical 
jellyfish sting inhibitor; hundreds of lec-
tures at medical education meetings; 
consultant to the military, including the 
Special Operations Command; former 
member of the Committee of Diving In-
structional Standards and Safety for the 
Recreational Scuba Training Council; 
consultant to Sea Studios (National Geo-
graphic television program "Sea Nas-
ties"); and advisor to aquarium directors. 

Dr. Paul Auerbach has also authored 
two underwater photography books: Div-
ing the Rainbow Reef and An Ocean of 
Colors. He is co-author of A Colour Atlas 
of Dangerous Marine Animals. 
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Next, Ron and Valerie Taylor 
took to the stage with a film excerpt fea-
turing a number of shark species. During 
the screening Ron remarked that Valerie 
probably holds the women’s world record 
of having experienced the most shark 

bites in her professional life. Sure 
enough, there was a clip of Valerie’s foot 
being nipped by a shark while wading in 

a shark infested area. In the clip she 
certainly did not seem too concerned 
about the fact that she had just been 
bitten once again! 

Richie Kohler and John Chatterton, 
the well-known Deep Sea Detectives, 
added a very moving film sequence fea-
turing the story of an injured sperm 
whale rescued by a fisherman near Do-
minica.  

While this story was a testimony to 
how dedicated humans can make a dif-
ference, the presentation ended on a 
somber note, as the two gentlemen an-
nounced that Dominica had decided to 
lift its ban on whaling. Dominica de-
pends heavily on the tourism industry 
and calls itself the “Nature Island”, 
promoting whale watching and other 
eco-adventures. It was discouraging to 
hear that the island is willing to sell 
out in return for a $7 million fish proc-
essing plant promised to them by the 

Japanese.  The Deep Sea Detectives 
asked the diving community to put 
pressure on the government and tour-
ism board of Dominica, to possibly 
make them change their mind before 
the final IWC vote in May. 

The film festival also included the en-
tries by this year’s underwater photo 
and film award recipients, as well as an 
entertaining clip from “Sea Hunt”. 
All in all it was a very inspiring and 
moving event, very much enjoyed by 
all.  

Oh, did I 
mention 
that’s  
Rodney 
Fox and 
yours 
truly? 

                               Ruth

BTS Review, continued

Stan Waterman admires his likeness 

You Did What???  A Childhood Dream Comes True

breath. Their white knuckles were evi-
dence of the one-hour taxi ride from San 
Jose (normally a 2 1/2 hour 
ride). My ride was a little 
more relaxing through the 
rain forests. We boarded 
the Sea Hunter. This dive 
boat looked more like a 
cruise ship, at only 115'. I 
was traveling alone and did 
not know what to expect. 
Would I be on a boat full of 
international travelers? I 
was a little relieved when a 
group of divers from all over 
the USA where on the boat. 
I learned later that they 
were from a group called the 
Cyber Divers. They have been diving 
together for many years and they 
started out on the Internet. The normal 
passenger count on the Sea Hunter is 
18 with a crew of 8. On this trip we were 
19 guests and 13 crew members. This 
was the first booking since the boat 
went into dry dock two months before. 
To my surprise, Avi Klapfer, the owner, 
was on board. On the back deck was a 
huge tarp-covered structure. At this 
point it was about 3 pm and the crew 
wasted no time in getting underway. 

One of my concerns about this trip was 
the 32-36 hour crossing. You see, I had 

heard that it can be 
really rough. I packed 
pills and patches and a 
large box of ginger 
snaps. As we settled in 
and the sun set, the eve-
ning became filled with 
unloading our gear and 
meeting new friends. The 
crew was absolutely fan-
tastic. Everyone on board 
could not do enough for 
you. The food was great. 
The accommodations 
were very comfortable. 
The evening crossing 

was a little rough but tolerable. The 
engines lulled me to sleep. I awoke to 
the seas slapping at the port hole with 
the rays of the strong sun shining 
through. My roommates were long 
gone. I went topside in time for break-
fast. I was struck by the ocean and sky 
outside. Never before had I seen such 
blue skies and an ocean as flat as glass 
with absolutely no ripples. The con-
trast between the powder-blue skies 
and aquamarine water was breathtak-
ing.  Cont. page 5 

You did what???  
This was the response I received 
from most of my non-diver 

friends. All of them called me nuts. On 
the other hand my dive friends said 
"cool, I want to go there". These were 
the responses from people when I told 
them I went to Cocos. For you newbies 
or non-divers -  Cocos is a little island 
about 300 miles off the coast of Costa 
Rica. It is part of Costa Rica and a Na-
tional Park. About 8 people live on the 
island, all park rangers. The island is 
beautiful. It rises out of the sea with 
beautiful waterfalls and lush forests. 
The true beauty of Cocos lies below its 
waters. Cocos is the home to one of the 
sea’s most amazing creatures-THE 
HAMMERHEAD SHARK. 

My journey started at the airport in 
San Jose,Costa Rica. I arrived a day 
early to make sure that I would not 
miss the boat. It is not uncommon. This 
was evidenced by the two German di-
vers who we met minutes before leaving 
Puntarenas. Both red-faced and out of 

By 
Bob Bak 



We spent the day watching sea turtles 
floating by, and occasionally a bird 
winged past us. About midday there 
was a flurry of activity on deck. A pod of 
about 15 pilot whales was sunning 
themselves on the ocean surface. The 
captain slowly eased the boat alongside 
as we slipped into the water with cam-
eras in hand. There was never a ques-
tion of how deep it was or that there 
was no land in sight. These beautiful 
creatures lured us in. We spent about 
an hour swimming with them. Most of 
the time, these creatures stayed just in 
sight. This experience will stay with me 
long after the photos fade.  

    The day passed leisurely until eve-
ning when after dinner a 
short presentation was given 
by Avi on the large tarp-
covered structure on the 
stern of the boat. You see 
this was more than just a 
live-aboard dive boat. It was 
the support vessel for the 
Deep Sea Submersible. The 
presentation was to an-
nounce they planned to put 
their new sub into the water 
after two months in dry 
dock. Furthermore, they 
were making it available 
now to guests who wanted 
the ultimate dive experience. 
This submarine could go to 
depths of 1500' carrying three passen-
gers. It was a clear 5' acrylic sphere 
mounted on a yellow body. The dives 
are pricey, going down 100, 200, and 
300 meters. I had come to Costa Rica on 
a shoestring budget. That evening I laid 
awake with thoughts of Captain Nemo, 
Admiral Nelson and Captain Crane. 
Those voyages that were fantasies as a 
child were now just a few feet aft. The 
next morning I awoke, dressed, and 
passed through the galley saying ‘good 
morning’ to divers and crew as I walked 
to the board with the sign-up sheet. It 
was blank. I proudly put my signature 
down. At that moment I knew that 
something so far I could only dream 
of, was soon to become a reality. My 
dive was to be the following morning. 
This however was delayed for another 
day as they meticulously went over ever 
centimeter of the vehicle, checking, dou-

ble-checking and even triple-checking 
the sub. This day and a half felt like 
making those false-alarm trips to the 
hospital waiting for 
your first-born. The 
afternoon came and 
it was time to go. 
The sub was low-
ered into the inflat-
able boom aft. The 
dome split at its 
equator propped up 
by hydraulic pis-
tons. The sub was 
to be piloted by 
Nikko on this trip. 
The passengers were to be Avi and my-
self. First order was to remove anything 
that could scratch the acrylic. We put on 
socks since the dome was also beneath 
us. We slowly and carefully slipped into 
the sub. A spherical tarp was stretched 

over the dome to keep 
the heat out. You see, 
the only a/c on board 
was a small cooler un-
der one seat with a com-
puter fan blowing on it. 
The Deep Sea was then 
towed to our destination 
by the chase boat to con-
serve battery power and 
increase bottom time. 
When we were about to 
descend final checks 
were made. We were not 
even partially sub-
merged and the dome 
melted into the sea – 
and it hit me. I had to 

be one of the luckiest people in the 
world. We descended slowly in the 1 at-
mosphere cabin. I felt no change whatso-
ever in pressure or temperature. No 
squeeze. Time slipped away slowly. My 
neck started to pinch a little as my head 
swiveled up and down left and right. 
Groupers came up to the dome kissing it 
as if to welcome these creatures from a 
different planet. There was so much to 
see.  A school of tuna came overhead. It 
looked like a screen saver. Tuna after 
tuna after tuna. As they faded away we 
soon saw a hammerhead circling the 
nimble craft. And then, as if some divine 
revelation, a wreath of hammerhead ap-
peared above us. You could see their 
scalloped heads as they circled the sun’s 
reflection on the ocean above us. You 
could have not scripted this better. 
While all of this was happening the bot-
tom appeared. We were now at over 
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300'. Nikko glided the sub over the 
sand like a hovercraft. Out of the 
shadows in front of us rose a moun-

tain. There 
stood Everest. 
It rose from the 
sands and shot 
towards the 
heavens. Cov-
ered with both 
black and white 
coral, it was 
guarded by bat-
talions of wide-
eyed Jacks. 
From the other 

side came a swarm of bonito so thick 
that they blocked out the light. We 
proceeded to circle upward around 
the mountain until we reached its 
peak which lay still way below rec-
reational limits. The last part of our 
trip was like a cork out of champagne 
bottle. The sub surfaced faster that 
the bubbles. This was a true celebra-
tion of life, exploration and a lifetime 
chasing a dream. 

     "I have climbed the black and 
white coral filled slopes of Everest, I 
have watched the giant angels of the 
deep spread their wings, I have 
looked into the reflection of the eyes 
of God to catch a glimmer of that 
which he has hidden in the deep.” 

Upon arriving back on the surface the 
sun soon warmed the acrylic sphere 
and I donned my sunglasses. We 
were towed back to the Sea Hunter 
where fellow travelers greeted me 
asking about the dive. For once in my 
life I was quiet. You see it was diffi-
cult for me to sum up in just a few 
words what I had waited 48 years to 
do. I was in a state of awe. A divelig-
ious experience. 

     The next week turned to be one 
exceedingly great experience after 
another. Each dive revealed the mys-
teries of Cocos. The waters teemed 
with Hammerheads, marble rays, 
white tip sharks, bait balls of fish, 
Rosy-lipped bat fish, Mobula rays, 
Moray eels, silky sharks. The waters 
also lacked destroyed sea life and 
overcrowding of divers. I never saw 
any other diver other than those on 
our vessel. Cocos is truly unspoiled by 
humans. A last frontier of virgin div-
ing at its best. 

You Did What ???
continued 

Cont. page 6 



The Scuba Sport Club  
Open House 2007

Wednesday, April 11, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Tino’s Italian Steak House 
101 Saw Mill River Rd (Rt. 9A) 

Hawthorne, NY 10532 

Join us for FREE PIZZA 
Enjoy Stories 
Door Prizes 

Cash Bar 

RSVP to 
Pat Forgacs 

203-743-2282 
greenmermaid@sbcglobalnet.net 

     The ride back to Puntarenas should 
have been a sad one, but my new friends 
and I were too busy reliving our experi-
ences of the past week. Editing pictures 
and telling dive stories. We even kicked it 
off with a farewell dinner fit for a king. In 
the evening we were treated to one of the 
most perfect sunsets imaginable.  

     The day after saying our goodbyes I 
headed back to San Jose and the Best 
Western to spend a day soaking up the sun 
and decompressing from a fabulous ten-
day adventure. If you ever want to go and 
dive someplace in this world that will leave 
you with a lifetime of memories, go to    
Cocos on the Sea Hunter. You won't be dis-
appointed. 

Bob     
 * Dive Safe, Dive Often *

DIVE SAFETY WEEKEND 
@WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
APRIL 14 & 15, 2007 

Saturday, April 14, 2007:           Diving Safety Presentations 
Sunday, April 15, 2007:              LifeGuard Systems and DAN 
                                                Certification Courses 

Sponsored by the following organizations:  
Westchester Medical Center;  Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital;  
Divers Alert Network;  LifeGuard Systems;  Beneath the Sea;   
Long Island Divers Association;  Life Support Technologies Group. 

Speakers include:
            Mike Emmerman – Independent researcher – “The Rules of 
              Diving: What to Believe, what Not to Believe” 
            Dan Nord – Divers Alert Network – “Accident Analysis – 
              Trends and Possible Solutions” 
            George Sichler – Public Safety Diver 
            Doug Odell - Mt. Pleasant Police Dept Dive Team – 
              “Public Safety Diving in Southern NY” 
            Lada Simek - BTS Director – “Safely Diving in Local Waters” 
            Glenn Butler - CEO, Life Support Technologies group - 
              “The Truth Behind DCS and Treatment” 
            Dr. Bill Hamilton - Physiologist - “Diving Expeditions” 

The Saturday event is FREE.  A $10 donation is requested to cover 
breakfast and lunch food expenses. 

Sunday courses are as follows: 

Field Neurological Exam (full day, intended for First Responders and    
  Diving Professionals) – taught by Andrea Zafers, LifeGuard Systems -    
  $195. 

DAN ½ Day courses are as follows: 

Field Neurological Exam 
Oxygen Administration 
Advanced Oxygen Administration 
Basic Life Support (CPR)  

To be taught by Bernie Chowdhury – author, “The Last Dive”, and div-
ing instructor & Ed Smith - BTS Director, and diving instructor. - 
$99 per course. 

Registration for either day is on a space available basis, first come, 
first served.  To sign up, please e-mail with your full name and con-
tact details to: LSTcourses@aol.com.
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You Did What ???
continued 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 



athletes use, experience and observe nature un-
der water the way recreational divers do. This 
situation creates a special responsibility for us to 
protect our diving areas. We created a special 
diving portal as an on-line communication tool 
for the effective application of long-term ecologi-
cal use and protection concepts for dive sites. 
Our internet platform is an informative guideline 
for recreational divers as to the appropriate use 
of our bodies of water and the organization of 
long-term environmental protection and use con-
cepts. Our association’s comprehensive and up-
to-date guideline system for water sports […] is 
closely connected with the Federal Nature Con-
servation Service’s information database, con-
taining extensive information on various outdoor 
sports areas, wildlife, and natural habitats. This 
is the first time ecological information, legisla-
tion, and long-term usage 
concepts have been consoli-
dated in such a way. Out-
door enthusiasts are thus 
able to develop a self-
determined, responsible, 
and personalized contact 
with the natural resource 
‘water’. The voluntary 
merging of sports with envi-
ronmental protection will 
help avoid potential legislation to be passed, 
which could ultimately curtail athletes’ freedom 
of use of these natural resources.  
Divers are taught the safe and appropriate use of 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

endangering the fish population, re-
stricting access to the water, etc. In 
some instances the fight turned nasty 
and there was even a rash of lawsuits. 
Some regional governments reacted by 
putting restrictions on recreational di-
vers in particular, which enraged the 
diving community as they felt they were 
being singled out for something they 
were not wholly responsible for.  

A German recreational diving associa-
tion decided to take on the challenge 
and prove to the other groups that there 
can be a peaceful and environmentally-
conscious joint use of these waters. Its 
members showed the other groups that 
divers are, as a whole, a very environ-
mentally-conscious group. I quote:    

“Environmental protection and outdoor sports 
or any recreational use of the outdoors do not 
necessarily have to cause a conflict of interests. 
Anyone enjoying outdoor sports realizes that 
the future availability of viable outdoor areas is 
in the best interest of the people who want to 
enjoy their sports for a long time. No other 

SAVE THE DIVE DATE!
Date/Time Site/Description 

Apr. 14—15 DUTCH SPRINGS  
OPENING WEEKEND  
(see Brian for details) 

Sat, April 28 QUARRY DIVES & 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

Dutch Springs, PA 

A Sat in May 
(TBA) 

BEACH DIVE BBQ 
Ft. Weatherill, RI 

Sun, May 27 MEMORIAL DAY  
WEEKEND  

Dive and BBQ 

June (TBA) WRECK DIVES 
Daybreaker  

Gloucester, MA 

A Sun in  
August (TBA) 

TSSC DAY AT DUTCH 
SPRINGS with BTS & 

Ocean Pals 

Sept  
(dates TBA) 

GREAT LAKES WRECK 
DIVING 

St. Lawrence Seaway 

Sept. 15—22  FANTASY ISLAND, 
Roatan, Honduras  

Dive Trip (see Bob Bak  
for details) 

A Sat in Sept 
(TBA) 

BEACH DIVE & BBQ 
Ft. Weatherill, RI 

D’Amico’s “Hanging Up 
The Spurs” Dive 

Note: For more information, please go to  
www.thescubasportsclub.org.
Schedule may change without prior notice. 

Deep Thoughts: 

How much deeper would the 
ocean be without sponges?  

Save the 
whales.  
Collect the 
whole set. 

Submitted by Bob Bak 
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the technical equipment; yet an extensive 
continuing education in environmental topics 
is also a prerequisite for responsible recrea-
tional divers. Educated divers may be able to 

recognize early warning signs 
of environmental changes 
which may have an impact on 
the body of water. They can 
file a report with the local, 
state, or federal authorities 
and furnish important infor-
mation to help launch coun-
termeasures. Recreational 
divers can enjoy their sport 
and keep an eye on our larg-

est natural resource. Ecological and official 
data can be reported to our internet portal, 
and will help us protect our waters. The data 
will be reviewed, analyzed and published to 

Dutch Springs SCUBA      
Season Opener!  

April 14/15, 2007  

Perform your gear check 

How about a night dive? 

Anyone for drysuit   cert ifica-
t ion? 

Contact Brian for details! 

Note: Caribbean SCUBA Cruise was 
cancelled due to lack of interest. 
Please check our website for future 
trip announcements. 

THERE IS STILL SPACE AVAILABLE 
ON THE  

FANTASY ISLAND, ROATAN       
all-inclusive dive trip  

Sept, 15 –22, 2007. 

$1,200 including airfare! 

Contact Bob Bak for details! 

TSSC DIVE TRIP ALERT! 

Enjoy & Respect 
cont’d.



A WISE MAN LEARNS FROM 
HIS MISTAKES; 

A WISER MAN LEARNS 
FROM THE MISTAKES 

OF OTHERS! 
by Lada Simek 

I was finning very slowly from 
the bow to the stern of the 
“Poling Brothers”. Twenty years 
ago I found this wreck, a 116-foot 
tanker in Long Island Sound at 
60 feet. It was a sheer nightmare 
to dive it at first, being covered 
with dozens of lobster trap lines 
as well as fishnets. By now I had 
over twenty dives on this wreck 
and we had removed most of the 
entrapments. There was no light 
at all and the visibility was per-
haps three feet. Tankers have a 
relatively flat deck with few ob-
structions, and I was moving 
straight down the center, I 
thought. 

Suddenly a steel wall appeared 
in front of me. Puzzled, I turned 
to the left only to find another 
steel wall perpendicular to the 
first. Now I was really confused. 
I decided to swim over the ob-

struction and began to move up, when 
to my utter horror I found a steel ceil-
ing above me! I was inside, and the 
prospect of finding my way out in this 
visibility was virtually zero. I fully ex-
pected to die inside this steel coffin in 
the next twenty minutes. I cannot de-
scribe the terrible feeling, the adrena-
line release, nausea and fear. I froze 
because my only chance out was the 
direction I came. Then I started think-
ing. I have been all over this wreck 
with many friends. There is no way 
inside! The hull is intact and all the 
hatches closed. I moved backwards 
slowly so as not to stir up the silt. In 
three feet I was clear. The pilot house 
had an overhanging roof and wind 
shelters on the sides.  

That lesson taught me to use a reel 
and line and this simple device may 
have saved my neck on one other occa-
sion. If I had taken a wreck diving 
class, all this might have been avoided. 
If the three divers who died recently 
inside a Florida shipwreck had used a 
reel, they would probably be alive. In 
low visibility, you can not count on 
your buddy - he may not be able to see 
well enough to help you and becomes 
an asset with a liability. This is why I 
and many of my friends who dive the 
Sound prefer to go solo. FOUR divers 
inside a passage in a wreck are incon-
ceivable to me. 

I have to say I am a bit disappointed 
with the club members. I had arranged 
DAN to offer two workshops on dive 
safety - the latest findings, what 

Page 8 April 2007                                                                            Sea Swells Log 

caused the 2006 accidents and how they 
could be avoided. With a population of 
thirty million in the area, only about ten 
divers signed up for the workshops. It is 
interesting that captains have to be re-
examined every five years, pilots have to 
re-qualify, but divers remember every-
thing they learned and never lose 
their skill no matter how long a time 
period! (Yeah, sure…..). 88 US and Cana-
dian divers died in 2006. Aren’t you curi-
ous why? Don’t you think you can learn 
from their mistakes? The 2006 DAN acci-
dent report is now available online. You 
can also get a printed copy and it makes 
educational reading. Of course you don’t 
need it, after all, divers never forget any-
thing……… 

A diver’s death is not funny but a tragedy 
that hurts not only his family and friends, 
but also our sport. I do not make fun of 
accidents, but human stupidity deserves 
its publicity and illumination. Three un-
qualified divers entered a cave without a 
line, lights and only two partially full 
tanks of air among them. This triple fatal-
ity is one for the Darwin awards. Panic is 
the number one killer, but stupidity is al-
most always the cause. 

Recently I was inspired to add another 
applicable verse to my collection of scuba 
limericks: 

Some divers have an aversion 
Dealing with deaths on submersion, 
When analyzed why 
A few divers die, 
It’s from a cranial/rectal inversion.

While I served double-duty as the 
Environmental/Legislative as 

well as Newsletter Director for the 
club my newsletter duties kept me so 
busy that I’d become somewhat stealth 
with regard to the environment and 
pending legislation. After handing 
over the newsletter as well as the envi-
ronmental directorship I realized I had 
some more time on hand and decided 
to continue providing you with my 
take on the latest issues affecting us. 

As divers, we should participate in en-
vironmental issues. After all, we en-
counter things in the aquatic environ-
ment first-hand. Back in the late 
1980’s, divers were among the first to 
observe the impacts of low dissolved 
oxygen in the western part of Long Is-
land Sound during the late Summer/
early Fall. Divers, as well as commer-
cial lobster fishers, were reporting 
large numbers of dying lobsters during 
late summer in 1999. Divers are now 
observing a comeback of the species in 
progress. 

Anyone who follows the TSSC list serve 
knows that a couple of months ago, 
pressure from consumers, including 
divers, resulted in a company removing 
shark fin soup from its items for sale. 

There are issues divers currently face, 
and sometimes the answer isn’t black-
and-white. For example, the fishery 
for tautog is closed during the time 
when most spearfishing takes place. 
However, this may be necessary, be-
cause tautog spawning also takes 
place during that time, and it’s impor-
tant to allow the breeders to spawn. 
Hence, there is a conflict between the 
diver’s ability to harvest tautog vs. 
ensuring future stocks by promoting 
spawning.  

We’ll take up other topics in subse-
quent articles. 

Rick           Rick D’Amico

    e-mail:  usamarbiol@aol.com 



together and go diving. 

The April meeting will be our annual Open 
House. Let’s show potential new members 
that we really are a bunch of fun-loving 
people—because that is what it boils down 
to: you want to have fun and enjoy your 
sport. Sharing the experience with others 
is the icing on the cake.   

Please come to the April General Meeting 
and make it as much a success for our club 
as the BTS 2007 was. 

Thanks and see you on April 11th! 

The Directors Meeting is on 
April 4th, 2007, at 7.30 pm 
Location: Tino's (Route 9A, Hawthorne) 

Our General Meeting is on  
April 11th, 2007, at 7.30 pm 
Location: Tino's (Route 9A, Hawthorne)

Program Notes: 
OPEN HOUSE starts at 7:30 pm! 
Dive Shop and New Member Day! 
TSSC Pizza Party! 

The Directors Meeting is on 
May 2nd, 2007, at 7.30 pm 
Location: Tino's (Route 9A, Hawthorne) 

Our General Meeting is on  
May 9th, 2007, at 8.00 pm 
Location: Tino's (Route 9A, Hawthorne)

Program Notes: 

T.B.A. 

Directors: 

Executive Director:  Dick Smith 
Dive Planning:               Brian Blum 
Education/Safety:          Lada Simek 
Enviro/Legislative:        Vreni Roduner 
Membership:                   Noel Lopez 
Newsletter:                      Ruth Emblin 
Webmaster:                     Jim Sacci
Program:                         Allan Rios 
Social:                               Pat Forgacs 
                                           Judy Simek 
                                           Donna Mays 
Legal Advisor:                Robert Schrager 
Founder:                          Armand Zigahn 
Co-Founder:                    Soliman Shenouda 

Dear TSSC Members: 

“Our” show is over and it was a suc-
cess. Thank you to all the volun-
teers and dedicated staff who 
helped make it so. Yet we should 
not rest on our laurels. The diving 
season is about to start in full force 
and we need to get out there and 
start diving. If you have an idea for 
a dive and would like to invite oth-
ers along, please mention it at a 
meeting. There has been some in-
terest in organizing a dive trip to 
the Outer Banks. Let’s make such 
ideas a reality. After all, we have a 
comprehensive buddy list. It is not 

that hard to pick up the phone or 
write an e-mail and talk to people. 
You never know, someone might have 
wanted to do that exact same dive for 
quite some time but had nobody to do 
it with!  

Take the 
old saying 
“there is 
strength 
in num-
bers” but 
there is 
also more 
fun in 
having a 
few like-
minded 
individu-
als get 

May Program April Program 

Lada's Limericks 

Dive tables are a thing of the past, 
Computers make diving a blast. 
We applaud this mass movement  

As a diving improvement, 
As long as the batteries last! 

Who’s Who at TSSC in 2007
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Here are our club officers and 
directors for 2007: 

For contact details please visit our 
website at  
www.thescubasportsclub.org! 

President:   Bob Bak

Vice President: Mark Mays

Treasurer: Paul Dengler

Secretary: Gwyn Grant

Past  
Presidents: 

Don Reynold 
Gregg Macaulay

BTS is over, but let’s 
not get lazy now…  

SOCIAL EVENTS 2007

Details at www.thescubasportsclub.org.
Schedule may change without prior notice.  

Date/Time Site/Description 

Apr. 11 
7.30 pm at 
Tino’s 

OPEN HOUSE at  
April Club Meeting 

Dive Shop Day! 
Bring a New Member! 

FREE PIZZA! 

Apr. 28 EASTER EGG HUNT, 
Dutch Springs, PA 

May 6  
8.30 am to  
1 pm 

MARIA FARERI’S  
CHILDREN’S 

HOSPITAL  
5K WALKATHON 

Walk for a good cause! 

May 27  MEMORIAL DAY  
WEEKEND  

Dive and BBQ 
(Dike Pt., Candlewood Lake) 

Aug. 11 ANNUAL SUMMER  
PICNIC  

(Greenwich Pt. Park) 

A Sat in Sept 
(TBA)

BEACH CLEAN-UP 

Bob Bak at our BTS 2007 booth 
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contribute to an environment-friendly use of 
our resources. The most significant compo-
nent of this information system is a close 
cooperation between outdoor sports associa-
tions, dive operators, dive locations and re-
sorts, and all other stakeholders. This is the 
only way to generate long-term guidelines for 
common use, protection of our natural re-
sources, and continuing education for the 
public.”

While I think there is just a little too 
much bureaucracy involved for my 
taste, the underlying idea is wonder-
ful. Continuing education of all parties 
involved to create environmentally 
responsible athletes. Recreational di-
vers monitoring the condition of the 
waters they dive in. Creating a system 
for divers to report visible changes. 
Does anything like that exist in our 
area? I did a little research and found 
that even though there is a lot of infor-
mation available on the DEP’s web-
site, we do not have a specific system 
in place that links water sports with 
environmental protection. There are 
rules and regulations to the recrea-

tional use of our waters, but I could not 
locate any information on programs like 
the one cited. Of course, 
BTS endorses a number of 
ocean-related projects, 
especially involving kids 
(let’s not forget, it is their 
future at risk). Some indi-
vidual divers report on 
changes in fish and lob-
ster sightings. There are a 
couple of foundations and 
private organizations try-
ing to protect local areas 
(e.g. TSSC’s annual beach 
clean-up), but nothing so 
far involving recreational 
divers actively monitoring the environ-
ment in an organized setting. I will con-
tinue searching – and if I come up 
empty, maybe we should try to generate 
some interest in starting such a pro-
gram. If you know of any organization, 
or are interested, and have some valu-
able advice and ideas, please bring it up 
at any of our meetings. 

Call me a do-gooder or dreamer, I don’t 
really care. I personally feel very 
strongly about protecting our natural 

resources, be they on land or in the water, 
and fortunately there are quite a few oth-
ers who think as I do. Nobody forces you 

to subscribe to someone else’s 
opinion, but think about it – 
if we don’t do something now, 
we may not be able to con-
tinue our sport in the future; 
either because there are no 
enjoyable places left or future 
legislation will put restric-
tions on us. So be it from a 
slightly selfish point of view, 
to be able to personally enjoy 
the underwater world for a 
long time to come, or from a 
more generous point of view 

of making sure the next generation of di-
vers can have as much fun as we did, it 
all boils down to one thing: we as divers 
have a responsibility to protect the envi-
ronment we enjoy so much.  

It is not hard to do something: car-pool 
with your dive buddies, don’t litter, don’t 
needlessly destroy any underwater life, be 
aware of your surroundings, get others 
involved, and so on. All it takes is a first 
step. 

Enjoy AND Respect!  

This newsletter is a publication of  
The Scuba Sports Club of Westchester, NY 

Issue 4/2007 
Material may not be reprinted without explicit permission by TSSC. 

Where have all the  
divers gone? 

While quite a few of our members showed 
up at the BTS last month, we’ve noticed an 
‘ebbing’ trend in attendance at the General 
Meetings. Each month our programming 
director puts a lot of thought into what 
kind of presentations we would enjoy, and 
members and directors make important 
announcements. And finally, it is a great 
opportunity to catch up with fellow mem-
bers. So where are all you TSSC divers? 
Come to a meeting! Get involved!  Remem-
ber, April’s meeting is an 
open house, bring a new 
member, enjoy free pizza - 
and have fun!

Ruth
 Ruth Emblin, Editor 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Enjoy & Respect 
cont’d.

Divers Alert Network offers a very 
informative, introductory video 
entitled “Fitness to Dive” for 
download at the official D.A.N. 
website. 

Fitness to Dive is an exciting and col-
orful introduction to DAN and DAN's 
efforts toward dive safety.  

It briefly explains the medical self-
assessment process and why it is im-
portant to the scuba diver.  

It also details the services DAN pro-
vides to its members such as:  

- DAN Medical Information Line  

- Recreational Dive Safety Research  

- Dive Accident Insurance Coverage  

The 4-minute video is available for  
download at http://www.
diversalertnetwork.org/medical/
fitnesstodive/fitnesstodive.asp 

If you want to support D.A.N. 
and enjoy cool products at the 
same time, you have the opportu-
nity at
http://www.diversalertnetwork.org/
development/appeal/specialoffer.asp  
You can also make a donation at the 
same site. 

The proceed support various of  
D.A.N.’s fundraising projects, such 
as the DAN Endowment, Diver 
IDentification System (DIDS), DAN 
Divers Day Program, DAN Medical 
Projects, and the DAN 
Research Internship Pro-
gram. 

D.A.N. Fitness to Dive Video 


